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Amendments to the Claims: 



This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
application: 



Listing of 



Ckim 



composite 



microfibri 
(SAP) 
[[the]] sak 



panicles 



retard the 

absorbent 

said core, 
extending 
longitudinally 
hydratable 
thereof, 
fibers, and 
being 



and 



coatsd 



extending 
sections o: 



Claims: 



1 (currently amended) A disposable absorbent article comprising: 

a topsheet; 
a backsheet; and 

an absorbent core disposed therebetween; 

wherein said absorbent core is constructed of [[an]] a first absorbent 
including 

an absorbent layer of hydratable fine fibers in the form of 
obtained from cellulose or a derivative thereof, and super absorbent polymer 
bonded together by said hydratable fibers,, a coating of mineral oil over 
SAP particles of [[the]] said absorbent layer, said coating being adapted to 
initial receipt of liquid by [[the]] said SAP in [[the]] said absorbent layer; and 

a nonwoven substrate supporting said absorbent layer, said 
ayer being coated thereupon; and 

a pair of longitudinally-extending, upstanding cuffs spaced laterally from 
&ach said cuff including a folded portion of said topsheet and a longitudinally- 
absorbent composite section secured within said folded portion, said 

extending absorbent composite section including an absorbent layer of 
fine fibefs in the form of microfibril obtained from cellulose or a derivative 

super absorbent polymer (SAP) particles bonded together by said hydratable 
a nonwoven substrate supporting said absorbent layer, said absorbent layer 
thereupon; and 

whofoin D aid core includes sai d firat aboorbont composite; and 
wherein said first absorbent composite of said core and said longitudinally 
absorbent composite[[s]] sections of said cuffs are distinct swellable SAP 
one continuous absorbent composite structure positioned about a crotch 
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region of s aid articl e, said continuous absorbent composite structure being folded 
between e£ ch said longitudinally extending absorbent composite section and said 



absorbent core to fofrm a substantially non-swellable intersection therebetween ; and 



nonwoven 



pref abrical ed sheet 



wheriein said absorbent layer includes a low cross link SAP adapted to gel 
block upotf wetting such that said backsheet is substantially impervious when wet and 
said backspeet is breathable when dry; and 

wheriein said SAP are water-swellable particles included in a concentration 
in the range of aboujt 50 g/ni 2 to about 500 g/m 2 . 

Clams 2-4 j (canceled) 



Cl£im5 



(currently amended) The article of claim [[2J1L wherein said 



substrate! is a section of said topsheet. 



Ckim6 



Clam 7 



(canceled) 



(canceled) 



Cliim 8 ] (currently amended) The absorbent article of claim 1 > wherein 
said nbaorlfr e nt oor e inolud e o a pr e fabricat e d s h ee t of said first absorbent composite isa 



Clitim 9 (currently amended) The absorbent article of claim 8, wherein 
said first absorbent Composite of said core includes a plurality of said absorbent layers, 
said layers! being spaced apart [[form]] from one another such that non-coated surface 
sections o1 said substrate are exposed therebetween. 

| 

CLAim 10 ; (original) The absorbent article of claim 9, wherein said non- 
coated surface sections form wicking zones between said absorbent layers. 
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Claim 11 



Claim 12 



Clsjim 13 i (currently amended) The absorbent article of claim 1, wherein 

said first absorbent composite forms said backsheet and said core, saidbacksheet having 

i 

a section p roviding paid nonwoven substrate and said absorbent layer being concentrated 
at a crotch region o$ said backsheet to form said absorbent core. 



said first 
absorbent 
concentration 
said sheet 



(canceled) 



(canceled) 



Claim 14 



(canceled) 



Cldim 15 ; (currently amended) The absorbent article of claim 1, wherein 

a! jsorbent Composite further includes a concentration of pulp material, said 

j 

ayer and |said nonwoven substrate forming a sheet disposed about said pulp 

such tjhat said pulp concentration is disposed between at least two layers of 
i >f absorbent layer and nonwoven substrate, 



Clalim 16 ; (currently amended) The absorbent article of claim 1, wherein 
said first absorbent composite forms at least a portion of said topsheet and said absorbent 
core, said topsheet ijaving a section providing said nonwoven substrate and said 

absorbent I ayer fomjiing said core. 

j 
j 

\ 

ClaHm 17 j (original) The absorbent article of claim 1, wherein said 
absorbent ayer includes low-cross link, low gel strength SAP having free swell 
capacities < )f over 4Q g/g and such that said absorbent layer is adapted to gel block upon 
wetting so as to be Substantially impervious but is breathable when dry. 
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Clz im 1 8 i (currently amended) A disposable absorbent article comprising: 
a topjsheet; 
a baxiksheet; 

a paijr of longitudinally-extending upstanding cuffs, each cuff having two 
sheet layeijs; ! 

[[anj]] a continuous absorbent composite including 

; an absorbent layer of hydratable fine fibers in the form of 
microfibril obtained from cellulose or a derivative thereof, and absorbent polymer (SAP) 
particles bonded together by said hydratable fibers, and 

a nonwoven substrate supporting said absorbent layer, said 
ayer being coated thereupon; and 

wherein said absorbent layer is disposed between [[the]] said topsheet and 
said backsfieet, andf generally centrally at a location identified as a crotch region, said 
absorbent 3 ayer providing [[an]] a swellable absorbent core for absorbing bodily exudates 
said crotch region; and 

wherein said cuffs are spaced laterally from said absorbent core, and 
id continuous absorbent composite includes two swellable longitudinally- 



absorbent 



received in 



wherein sa 



extending composite sections extending upwardly from [[the]] said crotch [[area]] region 



into [[the]] 
forming ah 



swellable absorbent 



form a substantially 



said cuf^s and between the cuff layers, said continuous absorbent composite 



absorbent structure about [[the]] said crotch region; and 



wherfein said SAP are water-swellable bodies included in a concentration 
of about 2(J gsm and said nonwoven substrate is [[an]] a spunbond/meltblown/spunbond 
£SMS) hav tng a basis weight in the range of about 10 gsm to 60 gsmmi : and 

wherein each of said swellable absorbent core and two longitudinally- 



extending < :omposite sections forms a distinct swellable SAP section of said continuous 



absorbent < omposite. said continuous absorbent composite being folded between said 



core and each said longitudinally extending composite sections to 



non-swellable intersection therebetween. 
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Cldim 19 : (currently amended) The article of claim 18, wherein said 
absorbent : ayer is supported underneath a section of said topsheet, such that said section 
of said top sheet provides said nonwoven substrate of said ab s orbent composite * 

Clsjim 21 \ (canceled) 

Cl^im 22 ; (currently amended) The article of claim 18, wherein said 
absorbent Jayer is supported on said backsheet, such that a section of said backsheet 
provides s&id nonwoven substrate 



absorbent 
that said 
when dry. 



Cliim 23 (previously presented)The article of claim 18, wherein said 
ayer includes a low cross link SAP adapted to gel block upon wetting such 
b icksheet is substantially impervious when wet and said backsheet is breathable 



said sheet 



Cl£im24 



(canceled) 



Cldim 28 \ (original) The absorbent article of claim 18, wherein said 
absorbent bompositje further includes a concentration of pulp material, said absorbent 
layer and s aid nonvJoven substrate forming a sheet disposed about said pulp 
concentration such that said pulp concentration is disposed between at least two layers of 



of absorbent layer and nonwoven substrate. 
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absorbent 
composite 



obtained fiom cellu 
bonded together by 



being coated 



said backsfteet, and 
crotch 
exudates 



i region 



upstanding 



block upoii wetting 
and [[said]] 



structure positioned 



Cldim 30 > (currently amended) In a disposable absorbent article having an 
core disposed between a topsheet and a backsheet, a prefabricated absorbent 
comprising: 

an absorbent layer of hydratable fine fibers in the form of microfibril 
ose or a derivative thereof, and absorbent polymer (SAP) particles 
said hydratable fibers* and 
a noifwoven substrate supporting said absorbent layer, said absorbent layer 
thereupon; 

wherjein said absorbent layer is disposed between [[the]] said topsheet and 
generally centrally in [[the]] said article at a location identified as a 
., said s|bsorbent layer providing an absorbent core for absorbing bodily 
received by the crotch region; and 

wherein [[the]] said article includes a pair of longitudinally-extending, 
cuffs spaced laterally from said absorbent core, each cuff having two sheet 

said absorbent composite includes two longitudinally-extending 
sections extending upwardly from the crotch region into [[the]] said cuffs and 
e]] said cuff layers , ooid absorb e nt oompooito forming an aboorb e nt structur e 



layers, and 
composite 
between 
about the dirotch region ; and 



[[the 



wherein said absorbent layer includes a low cross link SAP adapted to gel 



Such [[that]] the said backsheet is substantially impervious when wet 
the baclpheet [[section]] is breathable when dry[[.]]iand 

wherein each said longitudinally-extending composite sections and said 



absorbent core is a distinct swellable section of one continuous absorbent composite 



about the crotch region, said continuous absorbent structure 



including folds providing an interface between each longitudinally-exten ding composite 



section and said absbrbent core, each said interface being a non-SAP coated band that 



restricts sv celling therearound 
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Ch irn 3 1 1 (currently amended) The absorbent composite of claim 30, 

i 

wherein said absorbent layer is supported underneath a section of [[the]] said topsheet, 
such that s lid sectiojn of topsheet provides said nonwoven substrate of oaid absorb e nt 



composite 

Cl^im 32 i (canceled) 

Cldim 33 I (currently amended) The absorbent composite of claim 30> 

wherein said absorbjent layer is supported on a section of [[the]] said backsheet, such that 

i 

said backsjieet section provides said nonwoven substrate of Gaid aboorb e nt oornpoflito . 



Chim 34 



wherein 
capacity 



Cla|im 35 (currently amended) The absorbent composite of claim [[34]] 30, 
low cross-link SAP is low-gel strength SAP characterized by a free swell 
r thar^ about 40 g/g. 



said 



greater 



comprisin 
absorbent 
said SAP 



(canceled) 



CUim 36 j (original) The absorbent composite of claim 30, wherein said 
SAP are wkter-swellable bodies included in a concentration of about 50 gsm to 500 gsm. 



Ch im 37 



(canceled) 



Clslim 38 j (original) The absorbent composite of claim 30, further 
$ a coating of mineral oil over [[the]] said SAP particles of [[the]] said 
ayer, saiA coating being adapted to retard the initial receipt of liquid by [[the]] 
[[the]] feaid absorbent layer. 



li 
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Cliim 40 \ (new) The disposable absorbent article of claim 1, wherein said 
swellible intersection between said absorbent core and each said longitudinally- 



non 
extending 



absorbent composites, is a non-swellable, non-SAP coated band. 



Chim41 



said intersection is non-swellable, non-SAP coated band. 



(canceled) 



(new) The disposable absorbent article of claim 18, wherein each 



I 

\ 

\ 

i 
[ 

1 
| 

i 
( 

I 



i 
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microfibril 
(SAP) 

absorbent 

centrally 
absorb 



bodily 



swellable 
of said 



cuf ■& 



composite 
structure 
folded 
absorbent 
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Claim 42 ( (new) A disposable absorbent article comprising: 
a topsheet; 
a backsheet; 

a paii* of longitudinally-extending upstanding cuffs, each cuff having two 

layers; and 

a continuous prefabricated sheet of an absorbent composite including 
an absorbent layer of hydratable fine fibers in the form of 
obtained; from cellulous or a derivative thereof > and super absorbent polymer 
particles bonded together by said hydratable fibers, and 

! a nonwoven substrate supporting said absorbent layer, said 

1 

] ayer beinjg coated thereupon; arid 

wherein said absorbent composite includes an absorbent core generally 
Ideated at ^ crotch region of said article, said absorbent core being positioned to 
exudaites received in said crotch region; and 

wherein said absorbent composite includes two longitudinally-extending ' 
composite sections each extending upwardly from said crotch region into one 
and between said cuff layers; and 
wheriein said absorbent core and said longitudinally-extending swellable 
sections form distinct swellable SAP sections of a continuous absorbent 
p Dsitionedj about said crotch region, said continuous absorbent structure being 
between eacli longitudinally-extending swellable composite section and said 
core to fotm anon-swellable intersection therebetween. 



10 
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